REVENGE IS SWEET       Dartford   215  for  6,   1st  Xl  216 for  4 

	The 1st Xl were well beaten – by 108 runs – last year when they visited Dartford  for their penultimate game of the season and what made matters  even worse was that Malinda Thotiwilage, who had played for us the previous year , hit 130 not out and then took a wicket and held two catches when it was our turn to bat,   and he greeted us with a grin on his face that turned into a broad smile when his skipper won the toss and elected to bat – would history repeat itself?
	We drew first blood when Dave Ellicott White had our erstwhile player’s opening partner caught behind from the last ball of his second over, the thinnest of edges, before Malinda and George Reynolds (46) made use of the excellent wicket and quick outfield to see Dartford on 63 for 1 at the end of the 17th over 
	However, Eliot Bettridge  then trapped MT lbw, for 30, but Gerry Cook (52)  joined Reynolds and they progressed the score to 116 before Eliot struck again and Louis caught again. Another purposeful stand, of 56, then ensued when John Smyth (26) joined Cook and both looked well set when Ishmail September threw down the stumps from all of 50 yards to see a disconsolate Cook trudging back to the pavilion – a crucial wicket 
	What must have been more disturbing, from Dartford’s point of view, was that we were now in the 44th over and there were only 172 runs on the  board. Smyth followed soon after and despite a hard hitting 21 form Max Luckett, their innings finished on a well below par 215 for 6 
	Our bowling figures were not mind blowing – although Eliot finished with a commendable 2 for 35 and DEW bowled tightly to finish with 1 for 34, but the wicket had given little help to the bowlers and there was no reason to believe that it would be any different for the second innings 
	And so it proved, as we eased our way to a six wicket victory, scoring the winning run, a bye, from the last ball of the 49th over 
	Velson (31) and Josh (65) got us off to a good start, blunting the new ball attack with apparent ease, and the score had reached 75 before Velson was bowled by their third change bowler and although Matt Golding followed shortly afterwards, also to their third change bowler, Matt Abbett (48) and Josh took the score to 150 before our opener was bowled by their fourth change bowler 
	‘Mabbs’ and Syd Sherlock continued the good work until ‘Mabbs’ was caught behind off their……returning opening bowler with the winning post in sight, which Syd (28 n.o) and Louis Pryor (16 n,o) negotiated safely 
	This was a solid team performance with everyone making a contribution and just revenge for last year’s reverse 
MOM:  Josh Lawrence – By far and away his best innings of the season and good to see he is establishing himself as a reliable opening bat in a year in which his bowling opportunities have been limited – well; none at all! 
(Velson)Deverajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 
	

				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

M. Abbett			6		0	257	65		42.83
M. Mitchell 			4		1	86	54		28.66	
M.Golding			6		0	169	85		28.17
J. Lawrence 			6		0	161	65		26.83
L. Pryor			6		3	80	33		26.66 
(Syd) Sherlock 		6		2	96	36*		24.00
(Velson) Devarajulu		6		0	138	52		23.00 
I. September 			3		0	61	25		20.33
D. Ellicott-White		3		2	19	11*		19.00
J. Rodda			3		0	35	16		11.66
E, Bettridge 			3		1	10	4*		5.00 

Also batted:  D.Ellicott-White  11*  &  3*     *Not out 

				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			53..2	7	241	11	3 for 20		21.91
E.Bettridge			56	2	217	11	3 for 36		19.73
D. Ellicott-White		60	7	180	7	4 for 17 		25.71
J.Rodda			58	2	280	8	3 for 54 		35.00
M. Mitchell			60	3	247 	4	1 for 25		61.75

Wicket-keeping   10  -  L. Pryor (10 ct) 
Catches  2- Lawrence, Abbett  1 – Deverajulu,  Sherlock, Ellicott-White, Bettridge, September   

THE 2ND Xl IN  CONTROL    St Lawrence and Highland Court 158,  2nd Xl 159 for 8  

	Games against St Lawrence and Highland Court also require a particularly large score-book on account of their long name 
“Not that they ever supply a scorer”, bemoaned Graham Watts, our very own king of the pen and pencils,  but after just 23 balls you wondered if they had any batsmen either,  as their score slumped to 5 for 3 
“Would one of you like to score?, inquired the ever vigilant Graham 
	And again it was the dynamic duo of Guy Hannah and Andrew Steel, the Hall and Griffith of the OWs, who did all of the initial damage, Guy beating one of their openers by sheer pace  alone and Andrew the other by…..a false shot with ‘Drew then having their number 4 plumb lbw 
	But there was still a long way to go and Trent Riddell (34) and Lewis Jenkins (47) did their side proud to take the score to 86 before Kevin Carruthers, who had now joined the bowling party, induced the latter to lob a gentle catch to – and, Yes, you’ve guessed it, Doug Forbes at mid-on and when David Pilgrim bowled Riddell the visitors had plummeted  to 95 for 5 
	The second half of their innings lacked leadership and although they managed to push the score on to 158 it was no surprise when they lost their 10th wicket with over four overs remaining 
	Guy and Andrew finished with two wickets apiece, as did Kevin Carruthers and David Pilgrim in a good team bowling performance 
	In reply we lost two early wickets and subsequently more at too regular an interval for comfort, but opener Dan Seston (54) saw us pass the 100 mark before being bowled,  after which Sanath Dandeniya (46) took over until he was  caught at first slip with us needing six runs, which we negotiated successfully 
	So it’s now four wins out of six for the 2nd Xl and if you look at the league tables it will tell you that…….the OWs have played six games as opposed to the one of every other side 
MOM: Dan Seston  - did not seem disturbed by the loss of those early wickets, kept his head and was rewarded with a well-deserved 50
Steel.C  (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 



					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

D. Pilgrim			3		2	55	33*		55.00
(Andrew) Steel		5		3	74	34		37.00
(Siva) Sivaranjan		6		1	174	81		34.80
N. Morley 			6		1	170	58		34.00 
A. Pomering 			5		0	139	54		27.80
(Dan) Seston			6		0	151	54		25.17
C. Steel 			6		0	138	83		23.00
K. Carruthers			5		2	52	25		17.33 
S. Dandeniya			5		0	79	46		15.80

Also batted:  D. Forbes  10* ,  1*  & 4*    *not out 


					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		55	5	221	12	3  for 35		18.42
K. Carruthers 			57.3	4	229	11	4 for 48		20.82
D.Forbes			51	4	216	9	2 for 40		23.75
D. Pilgrim 			55	0	202	9	4 for 49		22.44 
G, Hannah			54.4	0	250	10	4 for 47		25.00


Wicket-keeping   8  -  S. Dandeniya  (8ct) 

Catches    7- D.Forbes  3  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,  Morley.N   2 – D.  Pilgrim,  A.Pomering  (Dan) Seston   (Andrew) Steel, 


WE’VE  ONLY JUST BEGUN      3rd   Xl  169   for   5   HSBC    164  for  6

	At 90 for  5, and in the 23rd over, the 3rd Xl were in need of some inspiration and they found it in the father and son duo of Jon and Nathan Carpenter whom, since lockdown, have  been unable to perform their lilting duets on stage and so have taken to playing cricket instead 
	(Forgive me but I imagine you are thinking of Richard and Karen Carpenter, a brother and sister act, who made some instantly forgettable records in the 1970s whilst this report relates to father and son combo Jon and Nathan Carpenter, – at least I think they are father and son, according to play-cricket they live at the same address – but, and as far as I am aware, they do not sing)
	Anyway; back to the game, in which they put together an unbeaten sixth wicket stand of 79 to enable the 3rd Xl  to reach 169 for 5 by the end of their allotted 40 overs, Jon finishing on 34 not out and Nathan 43 not out 
	This was the fifth time Natahn has batted this season, during which  he has scored 119 runs and has yet to be dismissed
	Earlier the top order had flattered only to deceive, all getting in before playing rash strokes when they looked set, but Jon played a more circumspect innings and when he realised that son Nathan had recovered from a jittery start to play a fine array of shots, he was happy to let him have the majority of the bowling and thereby out-score his proud Dad 
	The HSBC bowling had been tidy, rather than penetrating, but they must have been content with their afternoon’s work and started their reply positively in an innings that in many ways mirrored our own as they found themselves 86 for 5 having taken three balls more than our 90 for 5, but could they find their own heroes to win the game? 
	Well, not quite, but in Luke Bradley (51 n.o) they found a man who looked capable of doing so and with Benedict Forster (12 n.o) a willing accomplice they put on an unbeaten 42 for the seventh wicket before they ran out of time and the 3rds won by just five runs, thanks to some tight bowling on our part, particularly from Matt Carruthers, who finished with 3 for 23  
	The end of the game was a nervy affair as, needing 28 runs from their last three overs,  HSBC hit 17 from the first two with Bradley looking particularly menacing and, with  ‘Sully’ about to bowl the last over,  the world held its breath 
	The first ball went for a single, then a dot ball and two singles, intelligent bowling from Tom here, as Forster was now on strike rather than the more dangerous Bradley, and, with a two from the penultimate  delivery,   meaning that the last ball had to go for six for HSBC to win 
	The field spread and there were singles everywhere – probably two to Josh Holland – but it would not matter, the rationale being that a boundary line catch might win us the game. ‘Sully’ composed himself – “I must not bowl a wide, I must not bowl a no ball”, he muttered “accuracy is far more important than pace” 
	As he ran in he noticed that Forster, in anticipation, had moved down the wicket – “he’s going to try and hit me over my head”, thought ‘Sully’ and bowled the perfect yorker which just missed the off stump with the batsman well out of his crease to give Jeff Mascarenhas a straightforward stumping chance which……..he missed 
“I don’t do stumpings; look at the stats”, explaimed Jeff 
	So, and after last week’s blip against Bickley Park, the 3rd Xl are back to winning ways, their fifth of the season; and they’ve only just begun 
MOM: Nathan Carpenter – he is developing into a fine all-round cricketer for, as well as his 43 not out , his fifth such innings of the season,  he also bowled tidily 
Holland Nichols.D Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols,R 
				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

L. Allen 			6		2	174	94*		43.50
J. Carpenter 			6		2	161	49		40.25
J. Mascarenhas		5		1	88	25		22.00
J, Holland			6		0	131	40		21.83
D. Nichols 			6		0	127	83		21.17 
D. Jukes			6		0	112	44		18.67
M. Carruthers 			2		0	10	7		5.00

Also batted: N. Carpenter 19*,   17*   19*  21* & 43*  J. Jukes  12*   & 4*     *Not  out 



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

J. Jukes 			47	2	173	11	3 for 22		15.73
T. Sullivan			47.2	4	191	9	3 for 22		21.22
N. Carpenter			43.2	2	161	8	3 for 29		20.12
M. Carruthers 			46	2	194	11	3 for 23		17.64
R. Nichols 			46.5	1	199	6	2 for 24		33.17  

Wicket-keeping   12– J. Mascarenhas  (12ct) 

Catches   3  -  J. Holland,    2  -  Nichols, R,  Sullivan  1-  L. Allen, Nichols. D, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J 



